
Why Celebrate Holy Week?

 As we continue in the important season of Lent, we 
come finally to Holy Week.  Why do we celebrate Holy 
Week?  What makes it Holy?  The answer is because in 
this one week, we are reminded of the Gospel in its 
entirety; of who Jesus is and why He came; of how it is 
our sin that He has paid the price for; of our great need 
for Him to have done so; and how we can now live new 
lives in Him, if we truly learn to trust in Him and 
surrender to Him.  

 On Palm Sunday, we are reminded that our God does not always 
do things the way we expect Him to.  Are we willing to be surprised by 
His loving plan for us?  Are we willing to believe even when we don’t 
understand every detail?  Are we willing to let Him be in charge?  In 
entering Jerusalem on a lowly donkey, Jesus reveals to us that in the 
kingdom of God, humility and service are more important than power or 
prestige.  Jesus shows us that in God’s eyes, the humble and the lowly 
are cherished.  The crowds worship God and welcome Him into 
Jerusalem.  In doing so, they are our models for how we are to respond 
to Jesus.  We too are to be people of praise, who welcome Jesus into 
our hearts and lives, so that we may be contagious with our faith and 
hope in Him.  

 On Maundy Thursday, Jesus reinforced the importance of humility 
and love.  He also shared with them that as His disciples we are to 
humbly love one another, seeking to serve and to share His grace, 
regardless of how others might think about us.  At the Last Supper, 
Jesus shared what He was about to do for them, that in His death, a 
river of life will flow for us.  Jesus paid the price for our sins, dying for us 

and because of us.  
Because Jesus has 
done so, we must 

choose how to respond to His gift of grace and love.  Jesus tells us, “I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another.”  This love is agape 
love, love that is self giving, self sacrificial and motivated by serving and 
blessing another.  How loving are you?  Do you love others based on 
what they can do for you, or based on what Jesus has done for us?
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 On Good Friday, we remember that is only by the goodness of 
God that we are welcomed home, that we are embraced by His grace, 
that we are saved and reconciled to Him.  Good Friday is a sobering 
day because our sins have caused the death of the only sinless person 
to ever live, the death of the greatest gift God has ever given us, Jesus 
the Christ, the Son of God.  Good Friday is a sobering reminder to us 
that there are consequences to our sin and that because of our sins, 
Jesus has suffered and died.  Are we grateful?  Are we now willing to 
die to our own self in order to live for Him?  May our answer be yes.

 Easter Sunday is a compelling reminder for us that our God is a 
God of life and that for our God, nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37).   In 
fact, we can see in both the birth and death of Jesus that our God has 
power over life and death, the womb and the grave.  One thing we must 
ponder is whether we are fully aware of how we are not enjoying the 
fullness of life God wills for us.  Where do you still need to invite Him 
and welcome Him into your life, heart and soul?   Easter is a reminder 
that God wants us to have and to enjoy life in its fullness, both now and 
for eternity.  Are we willing to be embraced by this gift?  Are we willing 
to cling to the hem of His robe?  Are we willing to let Him lead us and 
guide us? 

 Holy Week is a reminder that our God is holy and that we are not, 
and that He invites us as His children to become like Him, to share in 
His holiness.  Only as we come to God in Christ can we enjoy this 
invitation.  Holy Week is a reminder of the price that must be paid for 
our sins, of the price that Jesus has paid and now of the price we must 
pay as we too take our own journeys to the cross.  Are we serious 
about our discipleship?  Do we really want to be like Jesus?  May the 
cry of our heart and our soul be yes.

 As we celebrate Holy Week, let us praise God and thank God for 
the gift of Jesus!  

Love in Christ,

Pastor Brian
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