
Celebrating Our Gift of Freedom in Christ

 As we begin the month of July, Independence Day 

is literally right around the corner.  This is a season when 
we reflect with gratitude and joy on the freedoms we 
enjoy as Americans.  Even more important than those 
freedoms is the spiritual freedom we can have in and 
because of our relationship with Jesus Christ.  In his 
letter to the Galatians, Paul reminds us of how important 
this spiritual freedom is.

 Paul argues that we have been set free from the 
heavy burden of legalism and of earning God’s favor, that we have 
been set free in order that we might enjoy God's favor and His grace.  
In the early church, there were strong disagreements over how faith 
was to be lived out, especially in terms of expectations for new 
converts, who were unfamiliar with Jewish customs.  What would be the 
new hallmark of being the people of God?  Would it be strict adherence 
to ritual or a radical embrace of God's transforming grace?

 Paul suggests in Galatians 5:6 that "the only thing that counts is 
faith expressing itself through love."  We are to be people of faith and of 
love, who share with others the grace God has given us.  We must be 
careful how we use our freedoms in Christ, for we can never justify 
mistreatment of others, either in being judgmental or in being 
thoughtless towards others.  Paul says in 5:13-15, "But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.  
The entire law is summed up in a single command:  'Love your 
neighbor as yourself."  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, 
watch out or you will be destroyed by each other."  We are to use our 
spiritual freedom then in choosing to serve others, by being loving and 
life giving, as God is and has done.  

 Paul makes it clear that our freedom in Christ must lead us to be 
filled and transformed by the Holy Spirit.  Paul tells us in 5:16-17, "So I 

say, live by the Spirit, 
and you will not gratify 
the desires of the sinful 

nature.  For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and 
the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature."  We are to be filled with 
all of the fruit of the Spirit:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (5:22-23).  It is 
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important to highlight that unlike the lists of spiritual gifts, each believer 
is to bear each of these fruit, rather than to pick or choose some rather 
than all.  In addition, this means we must be careful about always 
speaking the truth in love, loving truth that will build up others and 
encourage them to be more like Jesus (Ephesians 4:29)

 How are you handling the spiritual freedom God has given you in 
Jesus?  God wants us to willingly choose Him.  Do we?  How do you 
use your freedom in Him in terms of His gifts of time, money, 
relationships?  How do you handle the gifts God has given you of hope, 
faith and joy?  Are you speaking the truth in love?  Are you freely and 
generously giving to others the grace He gives to us?  In Christ, we 
have the freedom to be who God has created us to be, as the Holy 
Spirit fills us and transforms us.  In Christ, we have the freedom to 
forgive, to let go of lingering and painful hurts and resentments, to 
surrender all of who we are to His amazing grace.  May you rejoice 
deeply as you enjoy your freedom in Him!

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Brian
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