
Living in Advent All year Round

 As we begin a New Year, I believe it is too early for 
us to let go of Advent.   In fact, the Holy Spirit wants us 
to live year round in the light of Advent, in God’s gift to us 
of Jesus, who alone brings us His gifts of hope, peace, 
joy and love.

 In a world that is increasingly impersonal, only God 
can meet the hopes of our hearts.  Scripture reminds us 
that God can be trusted with our hopes.  In Psalm 
25:1-5, for example, David says, "To you, O Lord, I lift up 
my soul; in you I trust.  No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to 
shame, but they will be put to shame who are treacherous without 
excuse.  Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me 
in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is 
you all day long."  Hope and trust are interwoven, for our God is both 
trustworthy and dependable.  In 2008, let us live in hope, hope in the 
presence and person of God.  

 In a culture that encourages us to stress over our lives and futures, 
let us find peace in Jesus throughout 2008.  In Micah 5:4-5, we find a 
promise fulfilled by Jesus, as Micah says, "He will stand and shepherd 
His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the 
Lord His God.  And they will live securely, for then His greatness will 
reach to the ends of the earth.  And He will be their peace."  In 
Philippians 4:7, we are invited to bring every prayer and praise to God, 
so that "the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus."  In 2008, let us learn to enjoy 
His guarding of our hearts with His peace.  

 In a world that provides us with so many different ways to find 
fleeting joy, let us be 
rooted in eternal joy, 
which is found only in 

and through Jesus.  In Isaiah 9:3, we are told that the Messiah, Jesus, 
will increase our joy.  Who doesn’t need Jesus to increase their joy?  As 
Isaiah says in 12:3, "With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation."  Let us rejoice in the goodness and grace of God, in His 
tender mercy and compassion, for His gift of Jesus, and for His gift of 
joy and salvation through faith in the cross.
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 In a society that overemphasizes sexual love, let us rediscover the 
joy of agape love, of self-less and self-sacrificial love.  As John tells us 
in 1 John 4:16 and 21 "God is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God, 
and God in them...And He has given us this command:  Whoever loves 
God must also love His brother and sister."  In 2008, let us constantly 
abide in His love.

 Lastly, but perhaps most importantly, in 2008, may we joyfully 
worship God, by giving Him glory in every moment, in everything we 
think, say and do.  As Isaiah tells us in 66:5, "Let the Lord be glorified, 
that we may see your joy!"  In preparation for praising God for eternity, 
may we join with the angels who sing in Luke 2:14, "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to all on whom His favor rests.”   May we 
joyfully affirm the answer to the first question of the Shorter Catechism: 
“What is the chief end of humanity-Humanity's chief end is to glorify 
God and to enjoy Him forever.”  Let us make this an overarching 
spiritual resolution for 2008.  

 In 2008, let us join together in making spiritual resolutions to enjoy 
Advent year round; to embrace His gifts of hope, peace, joy and love in 
Jesus Christ each and every day.  Let us praise God and thank God for 
His gift to us of Jesus Christ.

Love in Christ,

Pastor Brian
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