
Celebrating God's Presence With Us 

 As December begins, so does the season of 
Advent, when we celebrate the coming and the birth of 
Jesus.  As we do so this year, we will look at some of the 
promises that were made about Jesus at His birth, of 
how these promises were given in the Old Testament, of 
how these promises can be seen in the different names 
He had and then of how they were fulfilled in His birth, 
life and death.  One that stands out for me is that of 
Immanuel, or that in Jesus, we see how God is with us.  
What does it mean that God is with us?  How can we live 
out this promise each day? 

 This promise comes from Isaiah 7:14, where the prophet says, 
"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  The virgin will be with 
child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel."  Matthew 
tells us that at the birth of Jesus, this promise was fulfilled.  Matthew 
says, in 1:22-23, "All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet;  'The Virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son and, they will call him Immanuel' - which means, 'God with us."  
Jesus then, as the Son of God who has come in flesh is the ultimate 
sign to us of God being with us (John 1:14).  Jesus is a reminder to us 
of how deeply God loves us (John 3:16). 

 This promise is an accurate reflection of the character of God.  We 
learn in Joshua 1:9, for example, that God promised Joshua, "Have I 
not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go."   As Joshua and Israel faced a myriad of challenges, they 
could be reassured that God was with them and that God was bigger 

than anything or 
anyone who opposed 
them.  This promise 

runs throughout the Old Testament.  For example, in Isaiah 41:10, God 
tells us, "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand."  God is with us.  As a result, we can be reassured 
and encouraged to know that nothing is impossible for Him and that we 
can trust in Him and in His power daily and in each moment (Luke 
1:37).   
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 Life is full of struggles and challenges, but if we believe that God is 
with us, we will be able to withstand anything and everything.  We just 
finished a brief sermon series on Philippians 4, where we were 
reminded of the importance of rejoicing in the Lord always, of the 
nearness of God, of not being anxious, of praying about everything and 
of how God's peace will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 
(4:4-9).  We can cultivate, embrace and welcome God's presence with 
us by being thankful, by praying and by trusting Him.  The presence of 
God in our lives can transform our daily lives as we let go of anxiety and 
as we learn to truly and fully trust in Him. 

 Not only is God with us in Jesus, now too God is with us, in and 
through the Holy Spirit, so now quite literally, God is with us by being in 
us.  In John 14:16-17, Jesus tells us, "And I will ask the Father, and He 
will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-the Spirit of 
truth...But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you..."   
God then continues to be with us and now is powerfully in us.  As a 
result, our lives can and will never be the same again.  Paul tells us in 
Ephesians 5:18-20, "Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one 
another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music 
in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ."  As we welcome God 
being with us and in us, we begin to live for Him, to love others and to 
be people of praise and of thanksgiving, whose focus becomes growing 
in Him.   

 God wants to be with each of us.  God so deeply desires this that 
He has given us His Son Jesus and now He has freely poured out His 
Holy Spirit on each believer, on each of us.  Are you enjoying and being 
transformed by His being with you and in you?  I find that in embracing 
His nearness and presence, I can enjoy His peace and comfort.  I can 
also learn that I do not need to be fearful or anxious, for He is with me 
and will take care of me.  As we enter a busy and stressful season, may 
we rediscover the joy of God being with us and in us, as we learn to be 
more like Jesus, trusting God in every moment with every thing.     

 I want you to know that I thank God for each of you each 
day.  Each of you are such a special and precious gift of God.  
Jesus loves you and so do I.  

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 
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